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PREFACE 



The ensuing pages contain an attempt to solve 
the Synoptic probleni by methods similar to 
those employed in the orthodox solution of 
the Hexateuchal — by allowing weight to the 
doublets, repetitions, and inconsistencies, from 
which none of the Synoptic Gospels is free. 

No pretence is made to completeness of treat- 
ment A new construction-theory is sketched, 
which must stand or fall by the test, "Will it 
work ? " In the Hexateuchal problem the diffi- 
culty arises from the deficiency of data. But 
in the Synoptic, the case is otherwise. The 
locks to be opened are too many and compli- 
cated for any but the right key to fit. 
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THE 

FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 



L 

By far the earliest information as to the origin 
of the Synoptic record is that given by Papias. 
This is what Papias gives us as a tradition he 
received "from our Lord's disciple, John the 
Elder " — a form of expression which apparently 
carries us back into the first century. " Matthew 
composed the Logia (literally, * oracles *) in the 
Hebrew ijx, Aramaic) dialect, and every one 
interpreted them as he was able. Mark, having 
become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down 
exactly whatever things he remembered, but 
not in the order in which Christ spoke or 
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2 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 

did them. For he was neither a hearer nor a 
follower of the Lord's, but of Peter's, who 
used to frame his teaching to meet the imme- 
diate wants of his hearers, and not as though 
he were attempting to make a connected 
narrative of our Lord's discourses. So Mark 
committed no error in thus writing down par- 
ticulars, just as he remembered them ; for he 
took heed of one thing — to omit none of the 
things that he had heard, and to state nothing 
falsely." 

To apologists governed by the old conserva- 
tive preconceptions as to the authorship and 
composition of the Synoptic Gospels, these 
statements of John the Elder present no little 
difficulty; for our canonical S. Matthew and 
S. Mark scarcely answer to the documents he 
describes. 

With regard to S. Matthew, the difficulty is 
not quite insurmountable. The expression 
" Logia " does not necessarily exclude the idea 
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THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 3 

of an historical narrative. Lightfoot has shown 
that in patristic literature '* Logia " is often 
applied to the historical Books of the Old 
Testament And though critics are agreed 
that our canonical S. Matthew, as a whole, is -^ 
not a translation from an Aramaic original, yet 
allowance may be made for the fact that, as to 
this point, there were facilities for an erroneous 
conclusion. We know that in very early times 
the Nazarene sect possessed an Aramaic Gospel, 
and that belief in its priority to our Greek S. " 
Matthew was widely prevalent. 

But the difficulty which arises from John the 
Elder's statement about S. Mark, can only be 
surmounted by getting rid of the statement 
altogether. By all appearances the second is 
the most orderly of the Synoptic Gospels ; and 
it certainly contains most unlikely subject- 
matter for an Apostle's discourses. It has 
been held that the imputation of disorder is 
cast from the standpoint of the Johannine chro- 
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4 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 

nology ; but, then, it must be remembered that, 
in respect to the Johannine chronology, S. 
Matthew and S. Luke sin equally with S. Mark ; 
and so we are brought to the strange conclu- 
sion that John the Elder was sufficiently insen- 
sate to' invent an hypothesis which fitted S. 
Mark very ill, and was, to his knowledge, by 
S. Matthew at any rate, absolutely falsified ! 

Additional reasons for distinguishing John 
the Elder's documents from our canonical S. 
Matthew and S. Mark are furnished by the 
attitude of Papias himself. Papias prefaces 
some original evangelical matter of his own 
with the following remark : " If I came across 
any one who had been a follower of the elders, 
I made it a point to inquire minutely after 
their sayings — what Peter or Andrew had said, 
or Philip, or Thomas, or James, or John, or 
Matthew ; for I did not consider what came to 
y me in books of so much value as what I could 
gain from the yet living voice." 
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THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 5 

The question at once arises, What ** books " ? 
The works of heretics, suggests Dr. Westcott. 
But why should Papias apologize for subordi- 
nating such documents as these to genuine 
Apostolic reminiscences ? It would seem, then, 
that he refers to books which his contemporaries 
generally held in esteem — that his antiquarian 
researches had placed him in arrear of his gene- 
ration. But his disparagement of " books " can 
scarcely be indiscriminate. He certainly, as we 
have seen above, recognized some document or 
other as a genuine production of S. Matthew's, 
and another as the work of the man above all 
others qualified to reflect S. Peter's discourses ; 
moreover, he recognized the authority of that 
" disciple of our Lord " who gave this latter 
document his credatur, Papias can scarcely 
have intended to say that he preferred what he 
was told S. Matthew and S. Peter had said, to 
what he knew S. Matthew and S. Peter's secre- 
tary had written. 
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6 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 

It is most natural, then, to suppose that 
Papias assigned to diflFerent portions of our 
Synoptic record a different value; for it is, of 
course, incredible that the original writings of 
S. Matthew and S. Mark, of which he makes 
mention, should have been allowed to perish. 
And this supposition is corroborated by a 
fragment of his original evangelical matter 
which remains. He avers that " Judas walked 
about this world, a sad example of impiety," 
despite the fact that in Matt, xxvii. the traitor's 
suicide follows as an immediate consequence of 
Christ's condemnation. 

Papias, then, proves too little. Other Fathers 
prove too much. In 2 Clement and Athena- 
goras evangelical matter contained elsewhere 
than in our canonical Gospels — probably in 
"The Gospel according to the Egyptians" — is 
cited as authoritative. The Nazarene Gospel is • 
cited as authoritative by Hegesippus, and by the 
author of the seven Ignatian Epistles. The con- 
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THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS, 7 

servative view, with its clear-cut lines, leaves 
the lofty position of these uncanonical Gospels 
unaccounted for, and also, we may add, their 
strange consanguinity with the canonical. What- 
ever may be the relationship of the Nazarene 
Gospel to our canonical S. Matthew, critics are 
agreed that it is not exactly that of child to 
parent 

Similarly phenomenal is the presence of a 
large amount of additional Synoptic matter in 
the Old Latin and Old Syrian versions, and in 
the Codex Bezae. It is difficult to account 
for so much plasticity in Gospels which were 
generally regarded as unique of their kind, and 
were each derived from one standard autograph. 

All attempts to explain away the force of 
the facts above noted create a portentous gap. 
In Luke i. i we hear of "many" Gospels — 
containing, as we may infer from the very slight 
additions which the Fathers are able to make to 
the sacred narrative, much the same matter as 
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8 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 

those we possess. It is not till the second half 
of the second century that we distinctly hear 
of the pre-eminence of three. 

Reasons are suggested in the ensuing pages 
for supposing that the three are composite — a 
development of the " many ; '* that the so-called 
" interpolations " in the Old Latin, Old Syriac, 
and Codex Bezae are chips and shavings, indi- 
cative of seams and jointing ; and that the 
primitive evangelistic elements entered, at least 
in some slight degree, into the composition of 
those uncanonical Gospels of which second- 
century Fathers made use. 

We shall close this brief survey of the external 
evidence which tells against the conservative 
view with a reference to the apocryphal " Acts 
of Barnabas." The date of this book is too 
uncertain to allow very much weight to attach 
to anything it contains. But the passage in 
point is so strikingly coincident with certain 
inferences which may, we believe, be drawn from 
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THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 9 

the Gospels themselves, that the reference may 
be excused.' In these Acts, two reputed 
Matthaean documents are spoken of — a " Book 
of the Voice " (the Logia ?) and a " Book of 
Miracle and Doctrine." * 



II. 

My theses are these — 

1. That our canonical S. Mark cannot in 
whole or part be identified with the document 
described by John the Elder, but that there is 
a document, common to S. Matthew and S. 
Luke, but essentially foreign to both, which 
answers to John the Elder's description. 

2. That the lowest stratum of the triple tradi- 
tion is generally to be found in S. Matthew, 
and that this lowest stratum consists of twm 
Gospels. 

* ''Biblos tes phones tou theou, kai thaumaton kai didag- 
maton suggramma.'* 
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III. 

The working out of these theses involves the 
following construction-theory : — 

1. Previous to the destruction of Jerusalem 
there existed two Jewish Gospels — denoted in 
the ensuing pages by the symbols A and B — 
the former written before, and the latter — a sort 
of supplement — after, the flight to Pella. A and 
B were speedily combined. 

2. Somewhat later a Pauline Christian with A 
and B in his hands, separately and combined, 
but with little original knowledge, produces our 
second canonical Gospel. 

3. S. Mark in Rome (circ. A.D. 72), knowing 
nothing of the fore-mentioned documents, writes 
down what he remembers of the " Preaching of 
S. Peter." 

4. S. Luke, with all the fore-mentioned docu- 
ments in his hands, and some original know- 
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THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. ii 

ledge relative to the Nativity and the Resurrec- 
tion, produces our Third canonical Gospel 

5. Certain sections of the " Preaching of 
Peter" being interpolated into A B, our First 
canonical Gospel is completed. 

IV. 

I subjoin tables of the doublets in S. Matthew, 
S. Mark, and S. Luke. It is not necessary 
to identify all the incidents and sayings 
which are here contrasted. History repeats 
itself, and our Lord may have reiterated His 
maxims frequently. But it is unlikely that 
the earliest Evangelists, with a plethora of 
material, would reproduce such reiteration in 
writing. In the case of didactic incidents, they 
would naturally record one of a kind. Some- 
times it is only a peculiar phrase that is 
repeated ; but tautology may point to textual 
duality no less than actual tautoergy. 
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12 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 

DOUBLETS IN 
Preaching of Peter. 

1. This is Elijah, which is to come. xi. 14. 

2. The sign of Jonah, xii. 41. 

3. Deputation from John. Parable of the children playing 
at weddings and funerals. John came neither eating nor drink- 
ing, and they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a friend of publicans 
and sinners, xi. 2-19. 

4. More tolerable for Sodom, xi. 24. 

5. Trees known by their fruit, xii. 33-35. 

6. Some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute from city to city, xxiii. 34. 

7. Whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him. But whosoever shall speak a word 
against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven, xii. 32. 

8. Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment, xii. 36. 

9. Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is 
He that cometh. xxiii. 39. 

10. Whosoever humbleth himself shall be exalted, xxiii. 12. 

11. To him that hath shall be given, xxv. 29. 

12. Ask, and it shall be given. Your Father knoweth ye 
have need of things, vi. 32 ; vii. 7. 

13. I thank Thee O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
Thou hast revealed these things unto babes. And He said to 
the disciples, Blessed are your eyes, for ye see. xi. 25 ; xiii. 
i6 ; cf. Luke x. 19-24. 

14. Metaphors of Candle, Pearl, Dogs, Rock, Treasure-house, 
vi. 22, 23 ; vii. 6, 24-27 ; xii. 35. 
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S. MATTHEW— I. 



AB. 



Elijah is come already. Then understood they that He spake 
of John. xvii. 12, 13. 

The sign of Jonah, xvi. 4. 

i John's disciples say, We fast, and thy disciples fast not. 
Sons of the bridechamber. Why eateth your master with pub- 
licans and sinners ? ix. 10-15. 
John came in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him 
.not. xxi. 32. 
More tolerable for Sodom, x. 15. 
Trees known by their fruit, vii. 16, 17, 18, 20. 
In their synagogues they will scourge you. . . . But when 
they persecute you in this city, flee into the next. x. 17, 23. 

Every blasphemy shall be forgiven : but the blasphemy against 
the Spirit shall not be forgiven, xii. 31. 

Whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger 
of the judgment, v. 22. 

( Ye shall not have gone through all the cities of Israel, till 
\ the Son of man be come. x. 23. 
( And the multitudes cried. Blessed is He that cometh. xxi. 9. 

Whosoever shall humble himself, the same is greatest, xviii. 4. 

To him that hath shall be given, xiii. 12. 

All things ye ask ye shall receive. Your Father knoweth 
what ye have need of. vi. 8 ; xxi. 22. 

Blessed art thou ; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but My Father which is in heaven, xvi. 17. 



Candle, Pearl, Dogs, Rock, Treasure-house, v. 15, 16; xiii. 
4S» 46, 52 ; XV. 26 ; xvi. 18. 
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14 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS, 

15. Eschatology. False Christs. Desolation of Jerusalem. 
Second Advent. Watch, for ye know not on what day. On 
this generation, xxiii. 36-39; xxiv. 26-28, 37-51. 

16. All things have been delivered unto Me of My Father, 
xi, 27. 



DOUBLETS IN 
A. 

1. Two blind men healed. Dumb devil cast out. Pharisees 
say by Beelzebub, ix. 27-34. 

2. Went about all the cities, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of 
disease and all manner of sickness. But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them. And 
He called unto Him His twelve disciples, ix. 35-x. I. 

3. They will deliver you up to councils. And brother shall 
deliver up brother to death. And ye shall be hated of all men 
for My name's sake. x. 17-22. 

4. He that endureth to the end shall be saved. Ye shall 
not have gone through all the cities of Israel, until the Son of 
Man be come. x. 22, 23. 

5. When they persecute you in this city, flee into the next. 
X. 23. 

6. Taking up the cross, x. 38. 

7. He that findeth his life shall lose it. x. 39. 

8. Whosoever shall give unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water, x. 42. 

9. If thy hand or foot offend thee, cut it off. If thine eye 
offend, pluck it out. xviii. 8, 9. 

10. Whoso putteth away his wife. xix. 9. 

1 1. On these two commandments hangeth the whole law and 
the prophets, xxii. 39, 40. 

12. Ostentation of the Pharisees, xxiii. 5, 6. 
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Eschatology xxiv. 1-25, 29-36. 



All authority hath been given unto Me in heaven, and on 
earth, xxvii. 18. 



S. MATTHEW— II. 

B. 

Blind and dumb devil cast out. Pharisees say by Beelzebub, 
xii. 22-24. 

Went about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner 
of disease and all manner of sickness. And seeing the multi- 
tudes, He went up into the mountain. And His disciples came 
unto Him. iv. 23-v. i. 

They shall deliver you up to tribulation. Ye shall be hated 
of all nation^ for My name's sake. Ye shall be delivered up of 
kin. xxiv. 9, 10. 

He that endureth to the end shall be saved. And this gospel 
shall be preached in the whole world, unto all the nations, and 
then shall the end come. xxiv. 13, 14. 

When ye see the abomination in the holy place, flee to the 
mountains, xxiv. 15, 16. 

Taking up the cross, xvi. 24. 

Whosoever would save his life shall lose it. xvi. 25. 

When gave we Thee drink ? Inasmuch as ye did it unto the 
least of these My brethren, xxv. 37, 40. 

If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out. If thine hand offend, 
cut it off. v. 29, 30. 

Whoso putteth away his wife. v. 31. 

This is the law and the prophets, vii. 12. 

Ostentation, vi. ?, 5. 
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13. Swearing by heaven, God's throne. xxiiL 16-22. 

14. Unfruitful trees shall be hewn down and burnt, iii. 10. 

15. This is (or " Thou art **) My beloved Son. iii. 17. 

16. The sign of Jonah, xvi. 1-4. 

17. Mercy, not sacrifice, ix. 13. 

18. Four thousand fed. xv. 32-39. 

19. Power to bind and loose given to the Twelve, xviii. 18. 

20. Love thy neighbour as thyself— to the lawyer, xxii. 39. 

21. Paralytic healed, ix. 1-8. 

22. Christ's power over the sea — storm stilled, viii. 23-27. 

23. He went up into the mountain and sat there. And there 
came unto Him great multitudes, having with them the lame, 
blind, dumb, maimed, and He healed them. xv. 29, 30. 

24. Christ's teaching about children — a child in the midst, 
xviii. 1-4. 

25. Tribute, xxii. 15-22. 

26. Every plant which My Father planted not shall be rooted 
up. XV. 13. 

27. Faith to remove mountains, xxi. 21. 

28. Contention who should be greatest, xviii. 1-4. 

29. Greatest be your servant, xxiii. 11. 

30. Ceremonious purifications, xxiii. 25, 26. 

31. His disciples follow, viii. 23. 

32. Announcement of the Passion in Galilee, xvii. 22, 23. 

33. Announcement of the Passion on the way to Jerusalem. 
XX. 17-19. 

34. Hosanna — from the multitude, xxi. 9. 

35. False Christs, false prophets, xxiv. 23-25. 

36. Nation against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
xxiv. 7, 8. 

37. Then shall they see the Son of man coming, xxiv. 30. 

38. Supper in the upper chamber, xxvi. 17-29. 

39. Christ's exclamation on arrest— Are ye come out as 
against a robber ? But all this is come to pass that the Scrip- 
tures of the prophets might be fulfilled, xxvi. 55, 56. 



d by Google 



THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS, 17 

Swearing by heaven, v. 33-37. 

Unfruitful trees hewn down and burnt, vii. 19. 

This is My beloved Son. xvii. 5. 

Sign of Jonah, xii. 38-40. 

Mercy, not sacrifice, xii. 7. 

Five thousand, xiv. 13-21. 

Power to bind and loose given to S. Peter, xvi. 17. 

Thy neighbour as thyself— to the ruler, xix. 19. 

Paralytic, viii. 6. 

Storm stilled, xiv. 32. 

And they brought unto Him all that were sick, and He 
healed them. And there followed Him great multitudes. And 
He went up into the mountain, and sat down. iv. 24, 25 ; v. i. 

Blessing children, xix. 13-15. 

Temple-rate. xvii. 24-27. 
The tares, xiii. 24-30. 

Faith to remove mountains, xvii. 20. 

Contention, xx. 20-28. 

Greatest be your servant, xx. 26, 27. 

Purifications, xv. 2, II, 20. 

His disciples came unto Him. v. I. 

Announcement to Peter, xvi. 21. 

Announcement after the Transfiguration, xvii. 9. 

Hosanna — from the children, xxi. 15. 
False Christs, false prophets, xxiv. 5, 11. 
Wars and rumours of wars. xxiv. 26. 

Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man. xxiv. 30. 

Supper in the house of Simon, xxvi. 6-13. 

Thinkest thou that I cannot beseech My Father ? How then 
should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? xxvi, 
52-54. 
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40. Mockery by the high priest's servants, xxvi. 67, 68. 

41. Night trial before the Sanhedrin. xxvi. 57-68. 

42. Wine and gall, xxvii. 34. 

43. There was a great earthquake. And the watchers did 
quake, and became as dead men. xxviii. 2, 4. 

44. Go into Galilee ; there ye shall see Him. xxviii. 7. 



DOUBLETS IN 



A. 



1 . The voice of one crying, i. 3. 

2. Teaching from a boat (ploion). iv. i. 

3. They besought that they might touch the border of His 
garment, vi. 56. 

4. He suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew 
Him. i. 34. 

5. And He called unto Him the Twelve, to send them forth. 
And He gave them authority over the unclean spirits. And they 
gather themselves again unto Jesus. And He said, Come apart. 
For there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure 
so much as to eat. vi. 7, 30, 31. 

6. And His friends went out to lay hold on Him. iii. 21. 

7. The report of Him went into all the region of Galilee 
round about. And they came to Him from every quarter, i. 
28, 45- 

8. Why reason ye because ye have no bread ? Do ye not yet 
understand ? Have ye your heart hardened ? viii. 17. 

9. Come out of him. And the unclean spirit, tearing him, 
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. i. 23-27. 
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Mockery by Roman soldiers, xxvii. 27-31. 

Morning trial before the Sanhedrin. xxvii. i. Cf. Luke xxii. 
66-71. 

Vinegar, xxvii. 48. 

The earth did quake. Now the centurion, and they that were 
with him, watching Jesus, when they saw the earthquake, feared 
exceedingly, xxvii. 51, 54. 

Go into Galilee ; there ye shall see Me. xxviii. 10. 



S. MARK. 

B. 

Behold, I send My messenger, i. 2. 

Teaching from a boat (ploiarion). iii. 9. 

As many as had plagues pressed upon Him, that they might 
touch Him. iii. 10. 

And the unclean spirits cried, Thou art the Son of God. 
And He charged them that they should not make Him known, 
iii. 12. 

And He appointed Twelve, that He might send them forth to 
preach, and to have authority to cast out devils. And the multi- 
tude Cometh together again, so that they could not so much as 
eat bread, iii. 14-20. 

And there come His mother and His brethren, iii. 31. 

And a multitude from Galilee followed, hearing what great 
things He did ; and from Judaea and Jerusalem and Idumaea. 
iii. 7, 8. 

They understood not concerning the loaves ; but their heart 
was hardened, vi. 52. 

Come out of him. And having cried, and torn him much, he 
came out. ix. 14-29. 
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10. If any man would be first, he shall be last of all, and 
minister of all. ix. 35. 

1 1 . And they sought how they might destroy Him : for they 
feared Him, for all the multitude was astonished at His teaching, 
xi. 18. 

12. And it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. xv. 
25. Cf. xvi. 4, k. 



DOUBLETS I 
Preaching of Peter* 

1. There is nothing covered up, that shall not be revealed ; and 
hid, that shall not be known, xii. 2. 

2. No man, when he hath lighted a lamp, putteth it in a cellar, 
neither under the bushel, but on the stand, that they which enter 
in may see the light, xi. 33. 

3. Unto every one that hath shall be given ; but from him that 
hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken away from 
him. xix. 26. 

4. I send My messenger before Thy face, who shall prepare 
Thy way. vii. 27. 

5. Blessed is the womb that bear thee. Blessed rather are 
they that hear the word of God, and keep it. xi. 28. 

6. The days shall come when they shall say. Blessed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the breasts that 
never gave suck, xxiii- 29. 

7. Circuit of Galilee, viii. i. 

8. Very hairs of your head numbered, xii. 7. 

9. And when they bring you before the synagogues, and the 
rulers, and the authorities, be not anxious how or what ye shall 
answer, or what ye shall say : for the Holy Spirit shall teach you 
in that very hour what ye ought to say. xii. 1 1, 12. 
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Whosoever would become great among you, shall be your 
minister : and whosoever would be first among you, shall be 
servant of all. x. 42, 43. 

And they sought to lay hold on Him ; and they feared the 
multitude, xii. 12. 

And they cracify Him. And from the sixth hour there was 
darkness, xv. 24, 33. Xf. Matt, xxvii. 45. 



S. LUKE. 

A B, ETC. 

Nothing is hid, that shall not be made manifest ; nor secret, 
that shall not be made known, viii. 17. 

No man, when he hath lighted a lamp, covereth it with a 
vessel, or putteth it under a bed ; but putteth it on a stand, that 
they which enter in may see thej light, viii. 16. 

Whosoever hath, to him shall be given ; and whosoever hath 
not, from him shall be taken away even that which he thinketh 
he hath. viii. 18. 

Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His 
ways. i. 76. 

Thy mother and brethren stand without. My mother and 
brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it. viii. 21 . 

Woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck, 
in those days ! xxi. 23. 

Circuit of Galilee, iv. 43, 44. 

Not a hair of your head shall perish, xxi. 18, 

Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate beforehand 

how to answer : for I will give you a mouth and wisdom. 

xxi. 14, 15. 



d by Google 



THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 



10. The drunken servant, xii. 45, 46. 

11. Taking up the cross, xiv. 25. 

12. He that denieth Me in the presence of men shall be 
denied in the presence of the angels, xii. 9. 

13. Not one stone on another, xix. 44. 

14. Whosoever shall seek to gain his Hie shall lose it. xvii. 33. 

15. Cleansing of ten lepers— one being prominent. Go show 
yourselves to the priest xvii. 12. 

16. Must suffer many things and be rejected, xvii. 25. 

17. Thy sins forgiven thee. vii. 48. 

18. Mission of the Seventy — no purse — no wallet — in that same 
house remain — Even the dust we do wipe off. x. 1-12. 

19. Contention who should be greatest, xxii. 24. 

20. What shall I do to inherit eternal life? asks the lawyer. 
X. 25. 

2X. Teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples, xi. I. 

22. Call of Zacchaeus the publican. He is gone to lodge 
with a sinner. I am come to seek and save the lost. xix. i-io. 

23. Denunciation of the Pharisees, xi. 37-52. 

24. A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of things he 
possesseth. xii. 15. 

25. Renunciation of riches, the test of discipleship. xiv. 33. 

26. Sabbath cures, xiii. 10-17 J xiv. 1-6. 

27. Eschatology. Let him that is in the field, not return 
back. xvii. 22-37. 

28. And He received a cup, and when He had given thanks, 
xxii. 17. 
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The drunken servant, xxi. 34, 35. 

Taking up the cross, ix. 23. 

Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me, of him shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of the Father 
and the holy angels, ix. 26. 

Not one stone on another, xxi. 6. 

Whosoever would save his life shall lose it. ix. 24. 

Cleansing of one leper. Go show yourself to the priest, v. 1 1 . 

Must suffer many things and be rejected, ix. 22. 

Thy sins forgiven thee. v. 20. 

Mission of the Twelve— nor money nor wallet — there abide — 
shake off the dust. ix. 1-6. 

Contention who should be greatest, ix. 46. 

What shall I do to inherit eternal life? asks the ruler, 
xviii. 18. 

The disciples of John make supplications, v. 33. 

Call of Levi the publican. Ye eat and drink with sinners. I 
am not come to call the righteous, but sinners, v. 27-32. 

Denunciation, xx. 45 — 47. 

What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul ? ix. 25. 

Renunciation of riches, xviii. 18-30. 

Sabbath cures. Lord of the sabbath, iv. 31-37 ; vi. i-ii. 

Eschatology. Let not them that are in the country, enter 
therein, xxi. 

And He took the cup in like manner after supper, xxil. 20. 
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V. 

Consideration of the second and third tables 
of doublets may be postponed for the present. 
Our business is with the first and fourth — with 
the sections anticipatively classified as Petrine. 
The doublets above instanced are not all very 
decisive, but cumulatively they have a certain 
force. And it cannot be objected that they 
are selected arbitrarily, for in both cases the 
sections labelled Petrine are distinguished en bloc 
from the opposite sections^ by their entire absence 
from the Gospel according to S, Mark, I am not 
referring merely to the texts above cited, but to 
the paragraphs they involve. 

The evidence of the doublets may be supple- 
mented by certain inconsistencies, or at least 
textual incongruities, in S. Matthew and S. Luke. 
Thus — 

In Matt, xi., Luke vii. — Petrine sections 
according to our theory — we hear the Baptist 
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inquiring whether Jesus is the Messiah. But 
the account of the Baptist's birth in Luke L has 
clearly implied that he will grow up aware of 
our Lord's real character. And in Matt. iii. 
he has addressed Him in language which 
implies absolute recognition. 

The mission of inquiry becomes the more 
incomprehensible if we make John and not our 
Lord the subject of "saw" in Matt. iii. 16, 
" saw the Spirit descending as a dove." 

Harmonists attribute the mission to a momen- 
tary fit of despondency ; but why, then, does 
our Lord so clearly distinguish John from His 
own " little ones " who believe (Matt. xi. 11; 
Luke vii. 28) } 

Again, we have a second exordium (Petrine) 
to S. Luke's Gospel, Christ's genealogy being 
recounted long after the Nativity. 

Again, we hear of Simon's discipleship (Luke 
iv. 34) previous to his call (Luke v. i-ii), due, 
I would suggest, to the substitution of the 
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latter, a Petrine section, for the account of the 
call contained in Mark i. 16-20; Matt. iv. 18-22. 

Again, we hear of Christ's miracles in Caper- 
naum (Luke iv. 23 — a Petrine passage) before 
Christ's first visit to Capernaum (Luke iv. 31). 

Again, we hear the Pharisees charged with 
rejecting the baptism of John (Luke vii. 30 — a 
Petrine passage), after many of them have 
accepted it (Luke iii. 7 ; cf. Matt. iii. 7). 

Again, we hear in Luke ix. 51 that Christ has 
"steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem," 
and it is expressly stated that "the days were 
come that He should be received up." But 
between this start and the arrival in Jerusalem 
(xix. 29-40), so large an amount of matter is 
interposed, as to destroy the whole balance of 
the Gospel. 

VL 

Pursuing the lines just suggested, and then 
to the sections thus demarcated, adding others 
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in which similar peculiarities of style and diction 
are observable, one arrives at the following 
result : — 

Preaching of Peter. 

Matt. vi. 21 — vii. 11, 24-27 ; viii. 8-12, 19-22 ; 
ix. 37, 38; X. 26-33; xi, 2-2T\ xii. 32-37, 
41-45; xiii. 16, 17, 33; xviii. 12, 13; xxiii. 
37-39; xxiv. 26-28, 37-51 ; XXV. 24^30. 

Mark xvi. 9-20.* 

Luke iii. 24-38; iv. 16-30; v. i-ii ; vi. 20 — 
viii. 3; ix. 51 — xviii. 14 ; f xix. 1-27, 41-44; 
xxii. 24-38 ; xxiii. 5-15, 27-32, 39-43. 

♦ Critics are agreed that the last twelve verses of S. Mark 
stand by themselves, apart from the rest of the Gospel. Pecu- 
liarities of style comiect them with the "Preaching." Mark 
xvi. 9 depends on Luke viii. 2 ; ver. 18 recalls Luke x. 19. 
Apistein, theasthai, poreuesthai, ho kurios, meta tauta, ekeinos 
(absolute use of) occur nowhere else in S. Mark, but are found 
in S. Matthew and S. Luke, in the Petrine sections. Analam- 
banein connects itself with Luke ix. 51. 

t Except xi. 14, 17-20. 
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VII. 

It will be perceived that the main-stock of 
the " Preaching," according to this scheme, lies 
between Luke ix. and xix. Let us examine 
this great section. Have we here an account 
of Christ's last journey to Jerusalem ? or is this 
prolonged journey to Jerusalem merely a device 
by which the main-stock of a record, covering 
the whole period of our Lord's life, is introduced 
into the Gospel according to S. Luke? The 
references to locality point to the latter con- 
clusion. Thus — 

In ix. 52 Christ is already in Samaria. His 
face is ^^steadfastly set'' towards Jerusalem. In 
X. 38 He is in the village of Martha and 
Mary. The form of expression in xi. 51 
implies exit from the Temple: "The scribes 
and Pharisees pressed upon Him vehemently 
when He was come out thence ; " and the 
preceding denunciation of the Pharisees, quite 
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apart from the position it holds in the triple 
tradition, must surely have been uttered in 
Jerusalem. "Ye who build the tombs of 
the prophets," " Zachariah, whom ye slew," 
would have sounded inappropriate elsewhere. 
In xii. I the "many thousands pressing" on 
Christ carry the scene back to Galilee. But 
in xiii. 1-9 we are again in Jerusalem. The 
reference to the tower of Siloam is to a structure 
close at hand. ^^ Present some at that season who 
told Him of the Galilaeans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices," suggests 
attendance at a feast. And the fig tree to 
which the vinedresser has come seeking fruit 
three seasons, and which he will leave for 
another year, suggests that Christ is present in 
Jerusalem, by no means for the first, and not 
for the last, time. In xiii. 22 Christ is "journey- 
ing through cities and villages to Jerusalem ; " 
and in xiii. 3 1 He is in Herod's dominions ; 
but in the next verse He is uttering His great 
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lamentation over Jerusalem. In xvii. 1 1 He is 
passing "through the midst of Samaria and 
Galilee." The imagery in xviii. 9-14 suggests 
proximity to the Temple ; but Christ is far 
away from it in xviii. 31. 

From all these indications it appears that 
Christ visited Jerusalem several times during 
His ministry. The great Petrine section (Luke 
ix.-xix.), when it is released from its present 
cramped position, is remarkably coincident with 
the chronology of the Fourth Gospel. S. Luke, 
depending on the chronology of the First and 
Second Gospels, and noticing the constant ten- 
dency "towards Jerusalem " of this great Petrine 
section, had no alternative but to cramp it into 
its present context. 

VHL 

The Matthaean sections which we have dis- 
tinguished as Petrine are never of the warp 
and woof of S. Matthew. All of them recur in 
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S. Luke, and invariably in a different context 
As the " Preaching " appears to be embedded in 
S. Luke almost in its entirety, it is a priori 
probable that the original Petrine arrangement 
will rather be found there, and that it will be 
possible to detach the Petrine sections in S. 
Matthew with little difficulty. 

The discursus concerning anxiety (Matt. vi. 
21-34) seems out of place in a legislative section ; 
and the inculcation of persistency in prayer 
(vii. 7-1 1) harks back to a subject which has 
been treated already (vi. 5-13). 

The relationship of Matt. viii. 5-13 to Luke 
vii. 2-10 is at present inexplicable, but the 
removal of vers. 8-12 from the former passage 
leaves us with two narratives of the same event 
which are perfectly independent. 

The answers to worldly disciples (Matt. viii. 
19-22) interrupt the embarkation ; and the 
request, " Let me go and bury my father," 
sounds unsuitable at such a moment. 
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A comparison of Mark vi. with Matt. xi. 
suggests that originally in S. Matthew the 
mission of the Twelve was immediately followed 
by the death of John. Here, then, was the 
natural place to interpolate John's deputation. 

There is some bathos in the terrible denun- 
ciation of a particular type of blasphemy being 
immediately followed by a general deprecation 
of " idle words " (Matt. xii. 32-37). 

The lamentation over Jerusalem (Matt, xxiii. 
37-39) distinguishes itself by the use of "Hierou- 
salem." Elsewhere in S. Matthew one always 
finds the form " Hierosolyma." 

The eschatological fragment (xxiv. 37-51) 
replaces a shorter passage of like import (cf 
Mark xiii. 33-37). The latter was probably 
sacrificed with the less reluctance on account of 
its consignificance with the ensuing parable of 
the talents. 

The division of the parable of the talents 
renders the relationship of this parable to Luke 
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xix, 1 1-27 intelligible, Matt. xxv. 14-200: being 
left perfectly independent of the parallel verses 
in S. Luke. No trace of the original Matthaean 
termination remains in the text, and there is 
no parallel passage in S. Mark by which the 
deficiency can be supplied ; but by several of 
the early Fathers words are ascribed to Christ 
which would suit in this context very well, " Be 
ye wise usurers." 



IX. 

The most distinctive trait of the " Preaching " 
is its disorderly arrangement. We have incidents 
and sayings connected on the principle of verbal 
coincidence ; just such links as one would expect 
an Evangelist to forge who was ignorant of 
the historical occasion of the speeches he was 
reporting. 

Take for example Luke xii. 1-12 ; c£ Matt. 
X. 26-33. Fi^^t there is a denunciation of 

D 
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the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. The word 
"hidden" links the denunciation on to the 
next text, in which it is stated that the gospel, 
which is Aow hidden in a corner, will one day 
be proclaimed from the housetops. Then from 
the idea of proclaiming Christ before men arises 
the idea of denying, of blaspheming Christ, 
thence the idea of blaspheming the Holy Ghost ; 
though blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
properly belongs to quite another cycle of ideas. 
Then the word "Holy Spirit" reminds the writer 
that the guidance of the Holy Spirit has been 
promised to Christians on trial 

Take again Luke xiv. The word "supper" 
is the key-note. Christ is invited to a supper. 
Then follows His advice as to the behaviour of 
His followers when they are invited, and when 
they issue invitations themselves. Then follows 
the parable of the last great supper to which all 
the world is invited^ 
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X. 

Reasons for seeking the "Preadiing" else- 
where than in ** the Gospel according to S. 
Mark"— 

1. " The Gospel according to S. Mark " is, 
as we shall endeavour to demonstrate presently, 
entirely secondary to other documents, which 
would scarcely be the case if it were the original 
Petrine document. 

2. That S. Luke was in possession of " the 
Gospel according to S. Mark," critics are agreed 
But if " the Gospel according to S. Mark " be 
the original Petrine document, S. Luke's attitude 
towards it becomes incomprehensible. Let S. 
Luke's authorities have been what they may, 
yet at least one would expect deference to S. 
Mark's account of the denials. Who could 
have known better what actually occurred in 
the high priest's hall than S. Peter? Who 
have re-echoed S. Peter more accurately than 
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his amanuensis? But S. Luke deviates from 
Mark xiv. 27-31, 66-72 markedly, changing the 
second maid into a man-servant, and altering 
the words of warning. 

3. S. Mark is the most orderly of the Sy- 
noptic Gospels. Such expressions as ** on that 
day," " immediately after," abound. One would 
rather expect S. Peter's discourses to have 
consisted mainly of doctrine and parable. 

4. Between "the Gospel according to S. 
Mark " and the Epistles of S. Peter there is not 
the slightest similarity of style and diction. 

5. The title of the Second Gospel may not be 
much older than the middle of the second 
century. The fact that S. Mark was well known 
as the author of a Gospel would account for the 
transference of his name to an anonymous 
Gospel,^ if the document of which he was 
actually the author had been merged in other 
documents. 

Reasons for identifying the " Preaching " with 
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the document peculiar to S. Matthew and 
S. Luke — 

1. It is disorderly, perfectly independent, and 
contains likely subject-matter for an Apostle's 
discourses. Moreover, there is no other docu- 
ment forthcoming which exhibits these pecu- 
liarities. 

2. The great deference paid to it by S. Luke 
seems to involve its Apostolic origin. When- 
ever S. Luke has to make his choice, he always 
prefers it to his other authorities. Thus the 
parables of the barren fig tree, the servants 
waiting for their lord, and the pounds, Christ's 
discourse at table concerning ablutions, the 
draught of fishes, the riot at Nazareth, the 
unction by a sinner, the contention for the chief 
place on the eve of the Crucifixion, and the 
mockery by Herod's soldiers, — replace the fig tree 
blasted, the ten virgins, the talents, the incident 
which occasions the parable of the draught of 
meats, the call of Peter at the beginning of the 
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ministry, the visit to Nazareth in the middle 
of the ministry, the unction at Bethany, the 
request of James and John, and the mockery by 
the soldiers of Pilate. Similarly, Luke xvi. i8 ; 
xi. 21, 22 ; V. 36, replace Matt xix. 3-9 ; ix. 16 ; 
xii. 29; Mark iii..27; ii. 21 ; x. 1-12, 

3. It relates facts about S. Peter which are 
likely to have come from S. Peter's own lips : 
"Henceforth catch men j" " Simon, Simon, Satam 
hath desired to have thee ; " " The Lord turned 
and looked on Petfer." 

4. Its language is often remarkably similar 
to that of the First Epistle of S. Peter: "day 
of visitation" (Luke xix. 44; i Pet. ii. 12); 
"loins girt" (Luke xii. 35 ; i Pet. i. 13); "in 
the days of Noah" (Luke xvii. 26; i Pet. iii. 20); 
"on the right hand of God" (Mark xvi. 19; 
I Pet. iii. 22) ; "stablish" (Lukexxii. 32 ; i Pet. 
V. 10); "temptations" (Luke xxii. 28; I Pet. 
1. 6) ; " stewards " (Luke xii. 42 ; i Pet. iv. 10) ; 
"exalt" (Luke xiv. 11 ; i Pet. iv. 6) ; "reveal," 
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with reference to the Second Advent (Luke xvii. 
30 ;. I Pet. 1. 7) ; '* to be preached " (Luke vii. 
22 ; xvi. 16 ; i Pet. L 25 ; iv. 6). 

Also to the language of the Second Epistle : * 
" last state wqrse " (Luke xi. 26 ; 2 Pet ii. 20) ; 
**Noah and Lot" (Luke xvii. 26-30; 2 Pet. ii. 
5-8); "as a thief" (Luke xii. 39; 2 Pet iii. 
10); "exodus" (Luke ix. 31; 2 Pet. i. 15); 
"parousia" (Matt xxiv. 3, 27, 37, 39; 2 Pet i. 
16; iii. 4, 12) ; "in whom I am well pleased" 
(Matt xvii. 5 ; 2 Pet i. 17 ; contrast Mark ix. 7). 



XL 

The " Preaching " was probably written about 
A.D. 72. The expression of Papias, "what he 
remembered of S. Peter's discourses," distinctly 
implies that S. Mark wrote after S. Peter's 

* A writer who clothed himself in S. Peter's personality 
would naturally imitate S. Peter's voice. The author of 2 Peter 
was not unaware of the way in which the " Preaching ** origi- 
1^1 nated (cf. 2 Pet. i. 5). 
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death. And as S. Mark makes mention of the 
" palisade " which the Romans built round Jeru- 
salem (Luke xix. 43), it may be inferred that 
his remembrance of S. Peter's words had been 
quickened by the events of A.D. 70, Later than 
A.D. 72 he can scarcely have written, for his text 
shows perfect independence of the triple tradition, 
which, as we shall endeavour to show presently, 
had already assumed documentary form in A.D. 
70. Here we have two streams of tradition, 
perfectly distinct, mutually corroborative. 

Examples of the parallelism between these 
. two streams have already been cited. But 
many others, less obtrusive, might be added to 
the list " Many lepers in Israel, many widows 
starving ; only Naaman cleansed, only a Sido- 
nian widow relieved," has its complement, not 
only in the cleansing of the Samaritan leper, 
which is Petrine, but in the cure of the Syro- 
phoenician child, which the "Preaching" omits. 
The apparently harsh charge which the Apostles 
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receive, " Enter not into any city of the Sama- 
ritans," has its explanation in Luke ix. 51-56, 
a Petrine passage, where two of the Apostles 
are denied hospitality. 

And now to quit this part of our subject 
Let us temporarily dismiss the ** Preaching" from 
our calculations, and proceed to .the second of 
our theses — the duplicity of the lowest stratum 
of the triple tradition. 

XII. 

« 

Two tables of doublets were exhibited at the 
beginning of this work, the consideration of 
which was deferred. 

These tables, like the other two, may be sup- 
plemented by certain inconsistencies, or textual 
incongruitiea 

Firstly, with regard to S. Matthew. 

How strange it is to hear of our Lord's mother 
venturing to interfere with Him, after the account 
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of the Nativity in i., ii., A ; to have two announce- 
ments of the Passion almost simultaneous 
(xvii. 9, 22, 23) ; to find John's disciples captious 
(ix. 14, A), after John has so thoroughly recog- 
nized our Lord's prerogative (iii. 14) ; to hear the 
misgivings of the disciples (xv. 33, A), after 
provision has been made in a similar contin- 
gency (xiv. 14-21); to find the reference (xvi. 
14) so far separated from the matter referred 
to (xiv. 2) ; to hear that the disciples are ** ex- 
ceeding sorry ** (xvii. 23, A) at an announce- 
ment which they have already heard twice (xvi. 
21; xvii. 9); to find the disciples repelling 
• children (xix. 13), after our Lord's disposition 
towards children has just been so freely ex- 
pressed (xviii. i-S, A); to hear them contending 
for the first places (xx. 20-28), just after a similar 
contention has been quelled (xviii. 1-5, A) ; to 
hear Christ dismissing the Twelve (x., A ; cf. 
Mark vi. 12, 30), and then find from the context 
(xii. i) that they have never quitted His side ; 
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to hear the Pharisees charged with disbelieving 
John (xxi. 32), after they have shown belief in 
large numbers (iii. 7, A) ; to hear Christ explain- 
ing why His disciples fast not (ix. tS, A); just 
after He has issued His regulations on the sub- 
ject (vi. 16-18; cf iv. 2; xvii. 21); to hear of 
Christ's suddea arrival in Caesarea-Philippi (xvi. 
I3)» just after He has left those parts (xv. 29, 
A) ; to see Christ courting publicity and enjoin- 
ing secrecy at one and the same moment; to 
find that it is on the occasion of their second 
interview with Christ, after His. assumption of 
authority, that the priests ask whence His 
authority is derived (xxi. 12-23) ; to hear of 
Judas, " from thai tinae he sought opportunity," 
when the opportunity is distant only a few hours 
(xxvi. 16) ; to hear the specification of the 
traitor as "one of the Twelve" (xxvi. 47), 
as if there had been no previous intimation of 
his intentions ; to hear of Pilate's scruples, and 
his wife's intercession^ just before he sentences 
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Christ to be scourged, and allows the soldiers 
to mock Him ; to hear of the tombs of the 
saints being rent (xxvii. 51-54) so long before 
their bodies are raised ; to hear Christ bidding 
certain women "All hail!" when the context 
(xxviii. I, A) only assures us of the presence 
of two ; to hear Simon's surname used before 
he receives it (xvi. 18) ; to have the same place 
variously referred to by its proper name (viii. 
5), and as * His own city " (ix. i, A) ; the same 
punishment by "scourging" (xxvii. 26) and 
"stripes" (xx. 19, A); to have "tomb" and 
"sepulchre" used indifferently in the same 
passage ! 

Secondly, with regard to S. Mark. 

How strange to hear of the great amazement 
of the disciples (vL 51), after they have already 
witnessed a similar phenomenon (iv. 41, A) ; to 
hear the same district variously referred to as 
"Decapolis" (vii. 31, A), and "villages of 
Csesarea-Philippi " (viii. 27) ; to hear of the dis- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 45 

ciples sailing for *' Bethsaida/' and arriving at 
" Gennesaret " (vi. 45, 53) ; to find the scene so 
rapidly shifting in iii. 9-19 — to a boat, to a 
mountain, to a house ; to find that when Christ's 
second sabbath cure excites such surprise and 
indignation (iii. 1-6), His first has been per- 
formed without protest (i. 21-28, A); to hear 
the disciples soliloquizing, " What can He mesln 
by bidding us beware of Pharisaic leaven ? we 
have no bread in the boat," just after it has 
been stated that they were disturbed at having 
"only one loaf" (viii. 14-21); to find Christ in 
Bethsaida, "the village" (therefore not Beth- 
saida Julias), when the next verses require His 
presence at the other side of the lake (viii. 
22-27) ; to hear of Christ passing " through 
Sidon" on His way from Tyre to Decapolis 
(vii. 31) ; to hear of Christ passing " through the 
midst of Galilee," when He is alreiady in the 
midst of Galilee (ix. 30 ; cf. Matt. xvii. 22) ; to 
hear that it is only " the third hour " (xv. 25, A), 
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when it was already morning before Christ left 
the high priest's palace (xv. i); to find the 
soldiers offering vinegar in mockery, after their 
compassionate offer of the anodyne " wine and 
myrrh "1 

XIII. 

Thus far we have collected upwards of a 
hundred doublets and inconsistencies, some 
striking, others questionable. 

But if now, by one decisive test, all the 
doublets and inconsistencies classified under the 
symbol A, together with the paragraphs they 
involve, can be distinguished en bloc from the 
doublets and inconsistencies grouped under B, 
the argument will be fairly clenched. And this 
decisive test is forthcoming. The extraordinary 
discrepancies between 5. Matthew and S, Mark 
with regard to the order in which they arrange 
the events of the first half of our Lord's ministry ^ 
can all be conveniently explained by supposing that 
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the compilers of S. Matthew and S. Mark dove- 
tailed identical docutnettts — C and D let us call 
them — at different points ; and the matter of which 
C and D must severally consist^ in order to make 
this operation feasible^ exactly follows the lines 
of cleavage involved by the signs of the duality. 

Here is the present order. 



S. Matthew. 


S. Mark. 


Call of Peter. 


Call of Peter. 


Circuit of Galilee. 
On the mountain. 

His disciples come unto Him. 
. Sermon. 


Demoniac. 

Peter's mother-in-law. 
Crowd at the door. 
, Simon and others follow. 

Circuit of Galilee. 


Leper. 
Centurion's servant. 


Leper. 


i Peter's mother-in-law. 
\ Crowd at the door. 




f Storm. 
1 Gadara. 




'Palsy. 
Matthew. 
Feast. 
Fast. 


r Palsy. 
Levi. 
Feast. 
Fast. 


Jairus. 




' Two blind men. 
Dumb devil. 
, Beelzebub. 
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{Circuit of Galilee. 
Appointment and mission 
the Twelve. 
{Com-plucking. 
Withered hand. 
Retirement. 



f Blind and dumb devil. 
I Beelzebub. 
I Mother and brethren. 
[ Sower. 



Nazareth. 



Death of John. 



[ Com-plucking. 
< Withered hand. 
V Retirement. 
' In a boat. 
On the mountain. 
Appointment and mission of 

the Twelve. 
His friends attempt to seize 
Him. 



r Beelzebub. 

< Mother and brethren. 

I Sower. 

{Storm. 
Gadara. 
Jairus. 
Nazareth. 

{Circuit of Galilee. 
Mission of the Twelve. 
Death of John. 



Here is the pedigree of the present order. 
S. Matthew. 



A. 

Baptism. 
Call of Peter. 



B. 



Baptism. 




Circuit of Galilee. 
On the mountain. 
His disciples come. 
Sermon. 
Centurion's servant. 



♦ Christ's authoritative discourse in the synagogue oflFers a 
rift for the insertion of this B wedge. 
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(Demoniac.*) 
Peter's mother-in-law. 
Crowd at the door. 
(Simon and others follow.) 
Leper, t 

1 Palsy. 
Malthew. 
Feast. 
Fast. 
Sower. In a boat. 

i Storm, t 
Gadara. 
Jainis. 
Dumb devil. 
Beelzebub. 



* Omitted by the redactor because of its correspondence to 
the cure of the epileptic in B. "Simon and others follow," is 
omitted because of its correspondence to ** His disciples came 
unto Him." 

t Transposed by the redactor in order that it may follow 
after ** His disciples came unto Him," and ** went about in all 
Galilee," i.e. occupy a position analogous to that which it occu- 
pied in A. The termination (Mark i. 45) is omitted because the 
"crowds from every quarter" have already been collected 
(Matt. iv. 24, 25). 

X The omission of the A account of the disciples following 
leaves Christ in Capernaum after the healing of Peter*s mother- 
in-law. But the ** Palsy, Matthew, Feast, Fast " group, which 
would naturally now follow, belongs to Christ's next visit to 
Capernaum, so something must be interposed. The redactor 
foresees that his intended combination of A's boat parables with 
IVs, with acceptance of B's context, will remove the link uf 
connection between'the "Palsy, Matthew, Feast, Fast "group and 
the next, ** Storm, Gadara, Jairus ; " so he rearranges the latter. 

£ 
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(His friends.) 
Circuit of Galilee. 
Appointment and 
the Twelve. 



mission of 



Nazareth. 




Gennesaret. 
Corban. 

In Phoenicia. 

Four thousand fed. 

Sign of Jonah. 

Two blind men at Bethsaida.* 



Heavy laden. 

Corn-plucking. 

Withered hand. 

Retirement. 

Blind and dumb devil. 

Beelzebub. 

Sign of Jonah. 

Mother and brethren. 

(Appointment and mission 

the Twelve.) 
(In a boat.) 
^Tares, etc. 

Death of John. 
Five thousand fed. 
Walking on the sea. 



of 



^Draught of meats. 
In Phoenicia. 




Caesarea-Philippi. 
Peter's confession. 
Transfiguration. 
Epileptic. 



♦ The cure of blindness has been transposed from the position 
it occupies in S. Mark, to that which it occupies in S. Matthew 
by the Petrine interpolater ; partly to support the reference in 
xi. 5 ; partly because, as already prointed out, presence at 
Bethsaida prefaces the journey to Caesarea Philippi very awk- 
wardly. The locality is kept. 
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Announcement of Passion. 

■^Temple rate. 
Child in the midst. 



Offences. 

Excommunication. 
Unmerciful servant. 
To Judaea. 
Marriage. 



(The exorcist.) 



"Blessing children. 
The ruler. 
^The labourers. 



<The 
The 
The 



Announcement of Passion. 

-^ Request of James and John. 
Two blind men at Jericho. 
Entry into Jerusalem. 
Cleansing Temple, 

^Children's Hosannas. 
Fig tree. 
By what authority. 

he two sons. 
The husbandtnan. 
^The wedding feast. 
Seven brethren. 
The great commandment. 
David's Son and David's Lord. 

Woe to the Pharisees. 

(Widow's mite. ) 

Eschatology. Eschatolc^y. 

^^^,-^-^^The virgins. 

— — -Sheep and goats. 
Meeting of Sanhedrin. 

< Supper at Bethany, 
Judas' offer. 

Supper in upper chamber. 
To Mount of Olives. To Gethsemane. 
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S. Mark. 



A. 

Baptism. 

Call of Peter. 

Demoniac. 

Peter's mother-in-law. 

Crowd at the door. 

Simon and others follow. 

Leper. 
Palsy. 
Levi. 
Feast. 
Fast. 



B. 




Sower. 
Storm. 
Gadara. 
Jairus. 

(Dumb devil.) 
(Beelzebub.) 
His friends.* 



^Circuit of Galilee. 



Corn-plucking. 

Withered hand. 

Retirement. 

(Blind and dumb.) 

Beelzebub. 

Mother and brethren. 

Appointment and mission of the 

Twelve.* 
In a boat.* 
(Tares, etc.) 



♦ The author of S. Mark differs from the A B redactor in 
declining to identify A*s boat and B*s; so he transposes the 
latter, perhaps because reluctant to disturb the connexion estab- 
lished in A B between the sower and the arrival of Christ's 
mother and brethren. It is obviously in order to serve as a 
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Circuit of Galilee. 
Mission of the Twelve. 
Nazareth.* 

•^ Death of John. 

preface to the latter, that " His friends " is transposed ; some 
trace of its original position survives in the Old Latin (c). Our 
chief justification for arranging A and B, as we have done at this 
point, is the rough correspondence which may be detected 
between these two documents ; the broken order of the one may 
be restored by comparison with the other. Thus : — 

A. B. 

Beelzebub (Matt. ix. 34). Beelzebub (Matt. xii. 22-24). 

His friends (Mark iii. 21). Mother and brethren (xii. 46- 

50). 

Appointment and mission of Appointment and mission of 

the Twelve (Matt. x.). the Twelve (Mark iv. 14-19). 

Gennesaret. Thronged (Mark Thronged. In a boat (Mark iii. 

vi. 53-56). 9. 10). 

The ** mountain'* and the multitudes from various regions in 
Mark iii. 7, 8, 13, are due to an inaccurate identification of the 
event described in Matt, v. I {with the appointment and mission 
of the Twelve, instead of with ** Simon and those with him 
follow." 

* Anteposed to the mission of the Twelve, because the dis- 
ciples are mentioned as present with Christ ; for the author of 
S. Mark attaches a far more definite character to the mission of 
the Twelve than attaches to it in A. 
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XIV. 

Let us now consider whether the new 
sequences which this division of A and B 
establishes are such as to warrant the idea of 
original connexion. 

How naturally Christ's visit to Nazareth 
connects itself with the circuit (Matt xi. i); 
and how natural, after His evil reception 
there, and inability to do any mighty work, 
to record the welcome in Gennesaret, and the 
manifestation of power at other places which 
He visited : " Wheresoever He entered — into 
villages, or into cities, or into the country — 
they laid the sick in the market-places " ! 

The call to the heavy-laden, rescued from 
its isolation, comes as an appropriate termi- 
nation to the Sermon on the Mount. It would 
appear that this connexion was present in the 
mind of the author of the "Didache," vi. 2. 
Christ calls the heavy-laden to take the yoke 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 55 

of the new law on their shoulders. The only 
matter between Matt. vii. 23 and xi. 28, which 
belongs to B, is Matt. viii. 5, 6, 13, and the 
presence of this slight interruption may easily 
be accounted for by deference to the " Preach- 
ing " (cf. Luke vii. i-io). 

The stater in the fish's mouth still precedes 
Christ's teaching about children — the children 
in His arms instead of the child in the midst. 

The strange expressions, "thence through 
Galilee " (Mark ix. 30), " anastrephomenon auton 
eis ten Galilaian" (Matt. xvii. 22), are made 
intelligible by the removal of the matter which 
divides them from Christ's presence jn Phoenicia 
and Decapolis. 

The preposition of "His friends" to Matt. 
X. gives additional point to the charge. Christ 
warns His followers that they will be called 
Beelzebub, as He has been, and also be separated 
from their families (x. 25, 34). 

The exorcisms in Mark iii. 11, 12, adequately 
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preface the cure of the blind and dumb demoniac, 
which is introduced so abruptly in Matt xii. 22. 

The removal of the announcement of the 
Passion (Matt. xvii. 22, 23) brings the cure of 
the epileptic nearer to Capernaum, and so into 
closer correspondence with the parallel nar- 
rative (Mark i. 23-27). 

The removal of the announcement of the 
Passion (Matt. xx. 17-19) brings the request of 
James and John for seats on the right hand 
and on the left into connexion with xix. 28, 
where thrones are promised to the Twelve. 

The removal of the three parables (Matt. xxi. 
28-xxii. 14), which are connected together by 
the thought of the Jewish rejection of God's 
message, restores the continuity of the dispu- 
tations. 

It may be added that the connexions inter- 
rupted by the cleavage of A and B are all 
forced and artificial. For example, it is only 
the word " offence " that connects the stater 
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in the fish's mouth with the chapter following ; 
only the word "widow" that connects the 
denunciation of the Pharisees with the incident 
of the mite (Mark xii. 38-44). 

XV. 

The accuracy of our distinction between A 
and B may be tested by certain peculiarities 
of style and tendency. 

The following words and expressions are 
peculiar to A: Diaphemizein, Embrimasthai, 
Anachorein (absolute use of), Taphos, Athoos, 
Sunairein logon, Lupein sphodra, Kat'onar, 
Thorubos, Arguria, Oikiakos, Paragonti ekei- 
then, tote eplerothe, Hote etelesen tous logous 
toutous, Metairein, Horia. 

Again, the usage of prophecy in A is certainly 
unique. For example, in Gen. xHx. 26 it is 
predicted of Joseph, Jacob's son, that he shall 
be nezir^ Le. crowned. The author of Matt. 
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ii. 23 actually applies Gen. xlix. 26 to our 
Lord's foster-father as a prophecy of his resi- 
dence at Nazareth ! * The " children " for 
whom Rachel weeps, in Jer. xxxi. 15, are only 
children figuratively — ^her descendants. Such 
a pressing of prophecy will enable us to trace 
the author of Matt, i., ii. further. He is 
plainly the author of viiL 17, where the word 
"bare" is interpreted "bare away," instead of 
" sustained,'* the meaning it has in its original 
context (Isa. liii. 4), and of xxvii. 9, 10, where 
alternative readings in Zech. xi. 13, yozar 
(" potter ") and aozar (" treasury "), are com- 
bined. 

Again, is there not a certain homogeneity 
in the following phenomena? — that A dis- 
tinguishes himself from " the Jews " (xxviii. 15), 

* One may compare Saadiah's version, where "Nezir" is 
mistranslated **Nazirite." The reference by itself would be 
doubtful ; but it carries on the parallelism between the two 
Josephs — both sons of Jacob, both in Egypt. A new point 
is developed in Ignatius ad Ephes. xix. 2. Sun and moon 
and stars make obeisance to the Star of Bethlehem. 
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narrates the feeding of four thousand heathen 
(xv. 31), makes no mention of the pre-eminency 
of "the three" or of S. Peter, and that it is 
mainly on the Jews that he casts the guilt of 
our Lord's death. It is the high priests 
servants who mock and spit; on the members 
of the Sanhedrin devolves the responsibility of 
Judas ; Pilate's wife intercedes ; Pilate washes 
his hands ; the people imprecate the curse 
on themselves and their children ; the cen- 
turion testifies to Christ's innocence ; and 
finally the members of the Sanhedrin stifle 
truth with a bribe. 

But, on the other hand, is there not equal 
homogeneity in the following phenomena ? — 
that B almost invariably cites from the Hebrew, 
narrates Christ's payment of temple rate, and 
calls attention to the Roman outrages — the 
scourge, the scarlet robe, the derisive title, the 
parted garments, the spear, the sponge. 

The following words and expressions are 
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peculiar to B : Teleios, Dikaiosune, Aphorizein, 
Phrazein, Katapontizesthai, Distazein, Mathe- 
teuein, Hagia poHs, Thronos doxes, to telos 
tes aionos, adelphoi mou, hos ho helios, to 
thelema tou patros, aganaktein, seleniazesthai. 



XVI. 

In the preceding paragraphs the divisibility 
of S. Mark has been assumed. It is necessary 
now to justify this assumption ; for at first 
sight, doublets and inconsistencies notwith- 
standing, S. Mark appears one and indivisible. 
Certain peculiarities of language and style run 
right through, binding the whole together. It 
is clear, then, if our theory is to hold, that the 
original authorities in S. Mark have been sub- 
jected to some transformation process. Exami- 
nation into the nature of this process resolves 
itself into a larger question — the general 
posteriority of S. Mark to S. Matthew. 
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1. On the cases in which S. Matthew pre- 
serves a fuller text than S. Mark, it is not 
necessary to dwell at length. The fact that 
S. Mark preserves only half as many peculiar 
doublets and inconsistencies ' as S. Matthew, 
indicates the extent of S. Mark's omissions. 

Examine, for example, Mark xiii. It will 
scarcely be questioned, comparing vers. 9-13 
with Matt. X. 17-23, that in the former the 
text exhibits traces of clipping; and com- 
paring vers. 14-27 with Matt. xxiv. 15-25, 
29-31, that the differences are similarly sig- 
nificant : " Nor on a sabbath," " Sign of the 
Son of man in the heavens," " With the great 
sound of a trumpet," are less like after-touches, 
than original touches which an after-writer 
might omit. Expressive of hope deferred is 
the change of "immediately after the tribulation 
of those days " into " in those days, after that 
tribulation." 

2. The short account of the raising of Jairus's 
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daughter in Matt ix. is obviously prior to S. 
Mark's. An abbreviator would never have left 
us in doubt whether the child was dead or in 
a swoon. And the strange introduction of 
"flute-players" does not look like an after- 
touch. But conversely, notice the confusion 
into which the expander fell, hesitating whether 
to date the cessation of the haemorrhage from 
the moment of the woman's touch, or of Christ's 
address ; and making the twelve years of the 
woman's sufferings also represent the age of 
the dead child. 

3. Let us consider the case of S. Matthew's 
pairs — two Gadarene demoniacs, two blind men 
at Bethsaida, two at Jericho. It is easily con- 
ceivable that an Evangelist, not an eye-witness, 
perplexed by contradictory traditions of miracu- 
lous cures, should have assumed that the tra- 
ditions referred to different men. Modern 
harmonists employ the same device. A later 
but better-informed Evangelist might correct 
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the error. But it is almost inconceivable that 
the author of the pairs should have been in 
possession of such circumstantial accounts of 
single cures as those given in Mark v., viii., x. 

4. Similarly in the case of S. Matthew's 
account of the cure of the epileptic. It is 
more probable that xvii. 20 (cf xxi. 21) should 
have been omitted by a later hand than added. 

In this and the preceding cases it will be 
seen that the theory involves the classification 
as secondary of most of the picturesque detail 
with which S. Mark's miracles are surrounded. 
A priori reasons would suggest a man at each 
corner of the paralytic's mattress. "Borne of 
four" proves eye-witness no more than the 
"wild beasts" in Mark i. 13. It is in the 
nature of things that the later writer should 
dilate on the gravity of the Gadarene's symptoms, 
the inveteracy of the woman's haemorrhage, the 
violence of the epileptic's paroxysm, should 
name for us the archisynagogos and the beggar 
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of Jericho. Minute details would become 
valuable in proportion as the difficulty of 
obtaining them increased. When only a few 
fragments remained, they would all be carefully 
gathered up. 

5. In the accounts of the attack on Christ 
for non-inculcation of fasting, one instinctively 
feels that the account which represents John's 
disciples themselves as captious is more likely 
to have been the original ; * in the accounts 
of the murmuring of the disciples at the waste 
of the precious ointment, that the account 
which attributes the murmuring to all collectively 
is earlier than that which confines it to a few ; 
that the " long robes " of Mark xii. 38 is 
explanatory of " enlarged hems and broad 
phylacteries" (Matt, xxiii. 5); and "unloose 
the latchet," explanatory of "bear the shoes'* 
(Matt. iii. ii); that the "hired servants" (Mark 

♦ Besides, the actual presence of John's disciples is certified 
by the independent Petrine narrative (Matt, xi. ; Luke vii.). 
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i. 20) are meant to detract from the seeming 
unkindness of leaving old Zebedee to manage 
his boat alone; that the "cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones in the name of 
Christ " is a simplification of Matt x. 42 ; that 
the reference to the "nomos" in the lawyer's 
question (Matt xxii.) has been designedly 
sponged out in Mark xii. ; that " when the 
sabbath was passed, on the first day of the 
week, when the sun was risen," is a paraphrase, 
and perhaps an inaccurate one, of *' late on 
the sabbath, as it drew on to the first day of 
the week" (Matt xxviii. i). 

But the most striking example of posteriority 
is afforded by a comparison of Matt. xiv. 12, 13 
with Mark vi. 30, 31. In S. Matthew the dis- 
ciples (of the Baptist) come and tell Jesus what 
has been done (to John), and Jesus (for the sake 
of safety) withdraws into privacy. In S. Mark 
the Apostles, returning from their mission, come 
and tell Jesus what they themselves have done. 

F 
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» 

And another reason for withdrawal into privacy 
is suggested — that they may rest after their 
fatigue. The brevity of the Matthaean account 
makes the sense a little obscure. A very slight 
misapprehension accounts for the process by 
which Matt xiv. 12, 13 develops into Mark vi. 
30, 31. The reverse process is simply incon- 
ceivable. 

6. Similar inferences may be drawn from 
S. Mark's account of the mission of the Twelve. 
"Shod with sandals" is explanatory of "no 
shoes ; " "a staff only " mitigatory of " no 
staff;" "by two and two" inferred from the 
enumeration of the Apostles in couples. 

But minute scrutiny carries us much further. 
It becomes obvious that Mark vi. is partly 
founded on a misunderstanding of Matt. x. 
Christ's charge in Matt. x. applies to a general 
lifelong mission. The Twelve are appointed, 
and then told what Apostleship implies. It is 
never stated that they go ; never stated that 
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they come back. And the context seems to 
show that they never quitted Christ at all. But 
in Mark vi. the Twelve are actually despatched 
on a temporary mission. They go ; they re- 
turn. And portions of the charge which are 
inapplicable to such a mission are transferred 
to another occasion (cf. Mark xiii. 9-13).* 



XVII. 

The omissions in the primitive Gospels and 
in the redactions postulate certain differences of 
design. The construction-theory proposed in 
our first pages must be amplified as follows : — 

I. B intended to supplement, not to supersede, 
A. He only repeats A's narrative sufficiently 
to indicate the points between which his new 
matter is to be intercalated. Thus Matt. x. 

♦ Mark vi. is coloured by some dim tradition of the despatch 
of the Seventy. That the Twelve were included in the Seventy 
is shown by Luke ix. 52, 54 ; xxii. 35. 
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shrinks into Mark iii. 14-20. In cases where 
A has only preserved the shreds of parables, 
B restores the full original. Thus Matt. x. 42 
and XV. 1 3 grow into the parables of the tares 
and the sheep and goats. 

2. A B was intended to supersede the twin 
Gospels. But not so S. Mark. The author of 
S. Mark intended to supersede only A B. He 
intended to offer an improved harmonization 
scheme, and to publish a little new matter of 
his own, which suggests by its character, recol- 
lection of the comments of an intermittent eye- 
witness on the two earliest narratives. It 
is in this way that S. Mark's omission of so 
many of the Matthaean parables may be 
accounted for, and also, perhaps, his imperfec- 
tion at the beginning and the end. 

3. S. Luke is virtually a harmonization of 
S. Mark and the " Preaching," prefaced with a 
protevangel, which was intended to supplement 
and correct, but not altogether supersede, Matt. 
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1., iL (for it omits how S. Joseph's suspicions 
were allayed).* Certainly S. Luke cannot have 
intended to supersede B. 



XVIII. 

The relationship of our primitive Gospels to 
the Nazarene version of " the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews." 

1. The fragments which remain of this Gospel 
bear a close resemblance to portions of S. 
Matthew, but never to the portions which we 
have classified as Petrine. We know that the 
same sect which possessed this Hebrew Gospel, 
or at least sectaries with the same name, also 
possessed a " Gospel of Peter." 

2. The fact that the Nazarene Gospel 

* The stress laid in Luke i., ii. on the fact that our Lord's 
parents revered the temple, attended the feasts, offered sacrifice, 
seems to point against a phase of Jewish Christianity, compara- 
tively late. 
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mentions two rich men coming to inquire, 
points perhaps to a redaction of A and B, not 
quite on the lines of A B. A*s lawyer juxta- 
posed to B's ruler ! Similarly significant, in the 
mouths of writers who are suspected of in- 
debtedness to this Nazarene Gospel, is the 
frequent combination " vinegar and gall." 

3. The Nazarene Grospel contained at least 
one section which has a canonical parallel only 
in S. Luke — "Feel and touch." The theory 
of a document previous to S. Luke and S. 
Matthew, of which S. Luke occasionally pre- 
serves peculiar traces, relieves us from the awk- 
ward alternative that the Nazarene Evangelist 
derived matter directly from S. Luke. Another 
fragment, with a similar peculiarity, is perhaps 
preserved for us in " the Gospel of Nicodemus," 
e.g, " Baddach aphkid ruel." 
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XIX. 

Thus far we have endeavoured to indicate 
the nature of the process by which the con- 
struction-theory proposed in our first pages is 
attained. In the ensuing pages we shall en- 
deavour to illustrate the manner in which it 
works. 

We have sometimes a true triple tradition. 
Take, for example, Christ's decision about 
divorce and His use of the metaphor of salt. 

A gives us the disputation which leads up to 
Christ's decision (Matt. xix. 3-9). B extracts 
this decision from its context and inserts it in 
the code of the new law (v. 32). The author 
of the " Preaching " can connect it with no occa- 
sion in particular, and recites it with reference 
to Christ's declaration of the indestructibility 
of the Law (Luke xvi. 17, 18). 

Again, A connects the salt metaphor with 
" offences " by a mere verbal link — " Salted 
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with fire" (Mark ix. 49, 50). B appropriately 
transfers it to the preface of the new code, 
which is to season the world (Matt. v. 13). The 
author of the "Preaching" equally appropriately 
connects it with the idea of self-sacrifice (Luke 
xiv. 33-35)- 

There are only two sections in the sacred 
narrative in which the application of our con- 
struction-theory is attended with difficulty — 
the Eschatological prophecy, and the record of 
the Resurrection. To these, therefore, we shall 
endeavour to apply it. 

The Petrine Eschatology, scattered up and 
down S. Matthew and S. Luke, exhibits just 
such substantial coincidence with, and formal 
independence of, the focussed Eschatology of 
A B, as might naturally be expected if the 
origination of the two streams of tradition be 
such as has been suggested. And the differ- 
ences between A's Eschatology and B*s are 
just such as might naturally be expected if, as 
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has been suggested, the Neronian persecution, 
the flight to Pella, and the commencement of 
the siege of Jerusalem intervened between the 
publication of these two documents. 
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XX. 



Matt. X. 16-23. 

Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But 
beware of men : for they will deliver you up to councils, and in 
their synagogues they will scourge you ; yea and before governors 
and kings shall ye be brought for My sake, for a testimony to 
them and to the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, be 
not anxious how or what ye shall speak : for it shall be given 
you in that hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father that ^peaketh in yoG. And 
brother shall deliver up brother to death, and the father his 
child : and children shall rise up against parents, and cause 
them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for 
My Name's sake : but he that endureth to the end, the same 
shall be saved. But when they persecute you in this city, flee 
into the next : for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone 
through the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 



B. 
Matt. xxiv. 1-6, 9-22, 29-33 ; Mark xiii. 33-37. 

And Jesus went out from the temple, and was going on His 
way ; and His disciples came to Him to shew Him the buildings 
of the temple. But He answered and said unto them, See ye 
not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 
down. 

And as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be ? 
and what shall be the sign of the end of the world ? And Jesus 
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Preaching of Peter. 

Luke xiii. 34, 35. 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets, and 
stoneth them that are sent unto her 1 how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her own 
brood under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate : and I say unto you, Ye shall not see 
Me, until ye shall say, Blessed is He that.cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 

Luke xii. ii, 12. 

And when they bring you before the synagogues, and the 
rulers, and the authorities, be not anxious how or what ye shall 
answer, or what ye shall say : for the Holy Spirit shall teach 
you in that very hour what ye ought to say. 

Luke xviii. 7, 8. 

Shall not God avenge His elect, which cry to Him day and 
night, and He is longsuffering over them ? I say unto you that 
He will avenge them speedily. Howbeit when the Son of man 
Cometh, shall He find faith on the earth ? 

Luke xvii. 20-37. 

And being asked by the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
cometh. He answered them and said. The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation : neither shall they say, Lo, here 1 
or. There ! for lo, the kingdom of God is within you. 

And He said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye 
shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye 
shall not see it. And they shall say to you, Lo, there ! Lo, 
here J go not away, nor follow after them : for as the lightning, 
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answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man lead you 
astray. For many shall come in My name, saying, I am the 
Christ ; and shall lead many astray. And ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars : see that ye be not troubled : for these 
things must needs come to pass ; but the end is not yet. 

Then shall they deliver you up unto tribulation, and shall kill 
you ; and ye shall be hated of all the nations for My Name's 
sake. And then shall many stumble, and shall deliver up one 
another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets 
shall arise, and shall lead many astray. And because iniquity 
shall be multiplied, the love of the many shall wax cold. But 
he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved. And this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world, 
for a testimony unto all the nations; and then shall the end 
come. 

When therefore ye see the abomination of desolation, which 
was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place 
(let him that readeth understand), then let them that are in 
Judaea flee unto the mountains : let him that is on the housetop 
not go down to take out the things that are in his house : and 
let him that is in the field not return back to take his cloke. 
But woe unto them that are with child and to them that give 
suck in those days ! And pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter, neither on a sabbath : for then shall be great tribulation, 
such as hath not been from the beginning of the world until now, 
no, nor ever shall be. And except those days had been shortened, 
no flesh would have been saved : but for the elect's sake those 
days shall be shortened. 

But immediately, after the tribulation of those days, the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken : and then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn. 
And He shall send forth His angels with a great sound of a 
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when it lighteneth out of this one part under the heaven, shineth 
unto the other part under heaven ; so shall the Son of man be 
in His day. But first must He suffer many things and be rejected 
of this generation. And as it came to pass in the days of Noah, 
even so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. They 
ate, they drank, they married, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. Likewise even as it came to pass 
in the days of Lot ; they ate, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded ; but in the day that Lot went 
out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all : afler the same manner shall it be in the day 
that the Son of man is revealed. In that day, he which shall be 
on the housetop, and his goods in the house, let him not go 
down to take them away : and let him that is in the field like- 
wise not return back. Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall 
seek to gain his life shall lose it : but whosoever shall lose his 
life shall preserve it. I say unto you. In that night there shall 
be two men on one bed ; the one shall be taken, and the other 
shall be left. There shall be two women grinding together ; 
the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. And they 
answering say unto Him, Where, Lord ? And He said unto them, 
Where the body is, thither will the eagles also be gathered 
together. 

Luke xii. 35-48. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lamps burning ; and 
be ye yourselves like unto men looking for their lord, when he 
shall return from the marriage feast ; that, when he cometh and 
knocketh, they may straightway open unto him. Blessed are 
those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watch- 
ing : verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make 
them sit down to meat, and shall come and serve them. And if 
he shall come in the second watch, and if in the third, and find 
them so, blessed are those servants. But know this, that if the 
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trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Now from the fig tree learn her parable : when her branch is 
now become tender, and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that 
the summer is nigh ; even so ye also, when ye see all these 
things, know ye that He is nigh, even at the doors. 

Take ye heed, watch and pray : for ye know not when the 
time is. It is as when a man, sojourning in another country, 
having left his house, and given authority to his servants, to 
each one his work, commanded also the porter to watch. Watch 
therefore : for ye know not when the lord of the house cometh, 
whether at even, or at midnight, or at cock-crowing, or in the 
ipoming ; lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And 
what I say unto you I say unto all. Watch. 

Here follow the parables of the ten virgins 
and of the sheep and the goats. 
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master of the house had known in what hour the thief was 
coming, he would have watched, and not have left his house 
to be broken through. Be ye also ready : for in an hour that ye 
think not the Son of man cometh. 

And Peter said. Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or 
even unto all? And the Lord said, Who then is the faithful 
and wise steward, whom his lord shall set over his household, to 
give them their portion of food in due season ? Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of 
a truth I say unto you, that he will set him over all that he hath. 
But if that servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 
coming ; and shall begin to beat the menservants and the maid- 
servants, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken ; the lord of 
that servant shall come in a day when he expecteth not, and in 
an hour when he knoweth not, and shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint his portion with the unfaithful. 

Luke xix. 43, 44. 
For the days shall come upon thee, when thine enemies shall 
cast up a bank about thee, and compass thee round, and keep 
thee in on every side, and shall dash thee to the ground, and thy 
children within thee ; and they shall not leave in thee one stone 
upon another. 

Luke xxiii. 28-31. 
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for your- 
selves, and for your children. For behold, the days are coming, 
in which they shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the wombs 
that never bare, and the breasts that never gave suck. Then 
shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to the 
hills. Cover us. For if they do these things in the green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry ? 

Luke xii. 32. 
Fear not, little flock ; it is your Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 
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XXL 

The Eschatological prophecies are instructive 
as to the date of the primitive Gospels. 

The B document all through bears the im- 
press of the great agony of A.D. 70 ; the days are 
being shortened ; the King's messengers have 
all been slain ; His armies draw near ; the 
city of murderers shall be burned; overhead 
there is " a great star flaming like a sword " * — 
it is " the sign of the Son of man." 

Comparison with the Eschatology of A and 
the "Preaching" makes it appear that the 
original tradition has in B been particularized 
to suit particular events. The general warning 
as to persecution has come to have a special 
application to the great tribulation under Nero. 
The "lightning-flash" has concentrated itself 
in the great meteor.f The general counsel, 

♦ Josephus, Wars, VI. v. 3. 

t The parallelism between the ** lightning" and **the sign of 
the Son of man " is indicated in the Didache, where the sign is 
explained as a rift in the sky. 
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" When they persecute you in one city, flee to 
another," and the general prophecy that days 
will come when men will call on the mountains 
and hills to cover them, has become a definite 
command that at a particular moment Christians 
are to fly from Jerusalem to the hill-country of 
Pella. 

It was revealed to the Christians that they 
were to fly — so states Eusebius, apparently on 
the authority of Hegesippus — whence it would 
seem that the command to fly was not written 
in letters plain and clear before the flight 
actually took place. Perhaps in B*s particu- 
larization of the general prophecy we have a 
relic of the special revelation which Eusebius 
mentions. 

But a later date than A.D. 70 is equally 
precluded, for the Evangelist plainly betrays 
his expectation that the fall of Jerusalem will 
be followed by the Second Advent immediately. 
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XXII. 



A. 



And they offered Him wine mingled with myrrh ; but He 
received it not. 

And it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. 

Then are there crucified with Him two robbers. 

And they that passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads, 
and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in 
three days, save Thyself, and come down from the cross. In 
like manner also the chief priests mocking, with the scribes and 
elders, said. He saved others ; Himself He cannot save. Let the 
King of Israel now come down from the cross, that we may see 
and believe. He trusted on God ; let Him deliver Him now, if 
He desireth Him : for He said, I am the Son of God. 

And the robbers also that were crucified with Him cast upon 
Him the same reproach. 

X And from the third hour, there was darkness over all the land. ] 
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? that is. My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ? And some of them that stood there, 
when they heard it, said. Behold, He calleth Elijah. And the 
rest said. Let be ; let us see whether Elijah cometh to take Him 
down. 

And He yielded up His spirit. 

And when the centurion, which stood by over against Him, 
saw that He so yielded up His spirit, he said. Certainly this was 
a righteous man. 

And when even was now come, because it was the Preparation, 
there came Joseph of Arimathsea, a councillor of honourable 
estate, who also himself was looking for the kingdom of God : 
and he boldly went in unto Pilate, and asked for the body of 
Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if He were already dend : and 
calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether He had 



d by Google 



THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 83 



B. 

And they crucified Him, and part His garments among them, 
casting lots. And they sat and watched Him there. And they 
set over His head His accusation written, Jesus, the King of the 
Jews. And with Him, they crucified two robbers, one on His 
right hand, and the other on His left. And it was now about the 
sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. 

And Jesus cried with a loud voice. Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My Spirit. And straightway one of them ran, and 
took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, 
and gave Him to drink. And another took a spear, and pierced 
His side, and there came out water and blood. 

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom ; and the earth did quake, and the rocks 
were rent ; and the tombs were opened ; and many bodies of 
the saints that had fallen asleep were raised ; and coming forth 
out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city, 
and appeared unto many. 

And the centurion and they that were with him watching 
Jesus, when they saw the earthquake, and the things that were 
done, feared exceedingly, saying. Truly this was the Son of God. 
And many women were there beholding from afar, which had 
followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto Him : among whom 
was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, 
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

And when even was come, there came a rich man from 
Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple : 
this man went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded it to be given up. And Joseph took the body, 
and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new 
tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock : and he rolled a great 
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been any while dead. And when he learned it of the centurion, 
he granted the corpse to Joseph. And he took the body, and 
wrapped it in linen cloths, with spices, and laid it in a sepulchre. 
And he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and 
departed. And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, 
sitting over against the sepulchre. 

Now on the morrow, which is the day after the Preparation, 
the chief priests and the Pharisees were gathered together unto 
Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that Deceiver said, while 
He was yet alive. After three days I rise again. Command there- 
fore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest 
haply His disciples come and steal Him away, and say unto the 
people. He is risen fiom the dead ; and the last error will be 
Worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a guard : 
go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went and made 
the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, the guard being with them. 

Now late on the sabbath day, as it began to dawn towards 
the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a great earth- 
quake ; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came 
and rolled away the stone, and sat on it. His appearance was as 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow : and for fear of him 
the watchers did quake, and became as dead men. And the 
angel answered and said to the women, Fear not ye : for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, the Nazarene, which hath been crucified. 
He is not here j for He is risen, even as He said. Come, see 
the place where He lay. And go quickly, and tell His disciples 
and Peter He is risen from the dead ; and lo. He goeth before 
you into Galilee ; there shall ye see Him as He told you. 

Now while they were going, behold, some of the guards came 
into the city, and told unto the chief priests all the things that 
were come to pass. And when they were assembled with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the 
soldiers, saying. Say ye. His disciples came by night, and stole 
Him away while we slept. And if this come to the governor's 
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stone to the door of the tomb, and departed. And Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee beheld where He was laid. And 
when the sabbath was passed, they came to the tomb, bringing 
spices, that they might anoint Him. And they were saying among 
themselves. Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of 
the tortib ? and looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled 
back. And they found not His body. And they fled from the 
tomb ; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them. 

And, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail ! And they came 
and took hold of His feet, and worshipped Him. Then saith Jesus 
unto them, Fear not ; go tell My brethren that they depart into 
Galilee, and there shall they see Me. 

And the eleven disciples went into Galilee, unto the mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw Him, they 
worshipped Him : but some doubted. And Jesus came to them 
and spake unto them, saying. All authority hath been given unto 
Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I command you : and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 
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ears, we will persuade him, and rid you of care. So they took 
the money, and did as they were taught : and this saying was 
spread abroad among the Jews, and continueth until this day. 

[And all things bidden, the women told to Peter, and those 
with him.] And these words appeared in their sight as idle 
talk. 

But Peter arose, and ran unto the sepulchre, and stooping, 
and looking in, he seeth the linen cloths by themselves. And 
he departed to his home, wondering at that which was come 
to pass. 

[Jesus appeared to Peter. And when He came to those who 
were with Peter, He said, Handle Me, and see. And He ate 
and drank with them. 

And when they were come together, they asked Him, Lord, 
dost Thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel ? 

He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.] 



XXIII. 

The two foregoing narratives have been 
pieced together on the following principles : — 

1. There is the division according to the 
direction in which the onus of guilt falls — 
whether on the Romans or the Jews. 

2. There is the division according to the 
number of women who come to the tomb. 
"-^4//hail!" and "saying among themselves" 
implies the presence of more than two. 
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3. There is the division according to the 
purpose with which the women come — whether 
to embalm the Sacred Body, or merely ** to see " 
the sepulchre, and with no intention of opening 
it, the embalming presumably being already 
performed. 

4. There is the division according to language. 
Supplementary to peculiarities of style above- 
mentioned, it may be noticed that "othonia" 
(linen cloths) points back to ah account of the 
entombment which has disappeared from the 
Synoptic record, but left its traces in John 
xix. 40. 

5. The termination of A is inferred from the 
tendency of the commencement. The visit of 
S. Peter to the tomb, and his special vision, 
follow naturally after his special address (Matt. 
xxvi. 31-35) and his particularization in the 
angelic message (Mark xvi. 7). It may be 
noticed that in the Fourth Gospel, the vision 
vouchsafed to S. Peter and the beloved disciple 
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on the shores of the Sea of Galilee follows as 
a sequel to their joint visit to the tomb.* 

That S. Luke was following A in his account 
of the challenge to feel and touch, and of the 
mastication of the broiled fish, is inferred from 
the presence of a similar account in " the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews." 

6. The division is governed by the necessity 
of accounting for the discrepancies of the 
Synoptists with one another, and with S. Paul 
(I Cor. XV. 3-8). 

A describes three appearances — to Peter, to 
the Twelve, and to a larger circle of Apostles. 
B's custom being to supplement rather than 
repeat A, we may reckon the appearance on 
the mountain, a fourth. In this last case the 
little note, " some doubted," points to a consider- 
able number of spectators, and it is worth 
noticing that in "the Gospel of Nicodemus," 

• So in " the Acts of Thaddaeus," " He was seen by Peter and 
John ill St of the disciples." ^ 
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which, as before suggested, may preserve some 
relics of the old Hebrew Gospel, the appear- 
ances on the mountain and to the five hundred 
are identified. 

Why does S. Paul omit the appearance at 
Emmaus? Why do the Synoptists omit the 
appearance to S. James ? James, according to 
Hegesippus, was the nephew of Cleopas. Was 
he his companion at Emmaus? It is note- 
worthy that the Hebrew Gospel fixes the 
appearance to S. James on Easter Day, and 
associates it with a Eucharistic meal. Also 
noteworthy is the various reading for "Emmaus" 
in the Codex Bezae, "Oulammaus;" for "Oulam- 
maus," according to the LXX., had been the 
scene of a theophany to an earlier Jacob. 

As we have the unimpeachable testimony 
of the " Preaching " that the two from Emmaus 
were ^^ disbelieved^^ (Mark xvi. 13), some con- 
siderable interval must be supposed between 
this appearance and the next, at the news of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 THE FORMATION OF THE GOSPELS. 

which the Apostles gathered together after their 
dispersal. 

S. Luke's discrepancy with the earlier autho- 
rities as to the departure for Galilee appears to 
have arisen as follows : That the copy of the 
Second Gospel in his hands was in the same 
incomplete condition as at present, may be 
inferred from his highly artificial escape from 
the impasse of Mark. xvi. 8 (cf. Luke xxiv. lo), 
" the other women with them told." In A 
the departure to Galilee is not very marked, 
(e,g. " went away to His own home "), and it is 
possible that in B (Matt, xxviii. i6,) "to Galilee," 
has been added to define " the mountain " more 
clearly. S. Luke, governed by the record of 
an appearance at Emmaus, also perhaps by the 
idea that all the appearances took place on 
the same day, identifies "the mountain" with 
the Mount of Olives, and proceeds to suggest 
what he thinks may have been the original 
form of the angelic message, " Remember how 
He told you while He was yet in Galilee." 
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XXIV. 

Side issues. 

I. The new relationship involved between 
S. John and the Synoptists. 

The discrepancies between S. John and the 
Synoptists respecting the duration of our Lord*s 
ministry, and the number of His. visits to 
Jerusalem, may all be attributed to the re- 
dactors. It is obvious that A*s arrangement 
and B*s is quite other than chronological. 
All Christ's scattered prophecies about the 
Second Advent and the destruction of Jeru- 
salem converge. All that Christ ever said 
about Apostleship is worked into one grand 
missionary charge. All His various decisions 
on the legal points submitted to Him are 
gathered into the tables of a new Sinaitic code. 
The ministry climaxes with Christ's testimony 
at head-quarters; and the events of months 
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and years are pressed, as it seems, into one 
short week. 

Similarly, the discrepancy as to the date 
of the Passover. All the difficulty is caused 
by a redactor's inaccurate identification of " the 
first day of unleavened bread " with " the day 
on which the Passover must be slain" (Mark 
xiv. 12 ; cf. Matt. xxvi. 17). In Deut. xvi. 4 
" the first day of unleavened bread *' is the day 
previous to that on which the Passover must 
be slain ; and it is so taken in all Rabbinical 
literature. In A (Matt. xxvi. 5) the members 
of the Sanhedrin decide to anticipate the feast ; 
and in B (Matt. xxvi. 2), between the Passover- 
celebration and Christ's death, there is an 
implication of synchronism. 

Many other examples might be adduced of 
the manner in which our theory of the forma- 
tion of the Synoptic Gospels tends to detract 
from the unexpected in S. John. The omission 
of the raising of Lazarus by the Synoptists 
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becomes less strange when we discover that A 
omitted the widow's son at Nain, that the 
" Preaching " omitted the daughter of Jalrus, 
and that B omitted both. Again, it is at least 
a strange coincidence that the miracle, which 
is specified in S. John as Christ's second, should 
stand first in one of our original documents. 

2. The early date desiderated for the first two 
chapters of S. Matthew. 

Against the idea that the miraculous con- 
ception can have been found in a primitive 
Jewish Gospel, it is often urged— 

(a) That S. Paul's Epistles contain no clear 
allusion to miraculous conception.* 

{b) That the account of S. James given by 

• The significance of the expression in Gal. iv. 4, **born of 
a woman,*' is lessened by comparison with Matt. xi. 11. It must 
be remembered, too, that S. Paul speaks of Christ as * * of the 
seed of David after the flesh," while, by all appearances, only 
the Davidic descent of S. Joseph had been ascertained ; S. Mary 
would appear from Luke i. 5, 36, to have been of priestly birth. 
ft is noteworthy that it was the members of S. Joseph's family, 
not S. Mary's, who were summoned before Domilian as descend- 
ants of David. 
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Hegesippus makes it clear that he cannot have 
formulated any very definite doctrine as to 
Christ's Divine origin. When the Jews used to 
ask him the key-note of his doctrine, he would 
only reply that Jesus was "the Saviour."* And 
the Jewish authorities made an apparently 
artless request that he would disabuse the 
populace of an impression somehow abroad, 
that he regarded Christ as more than a mere 
man. Forty years' residence in their midst had 
not made it obvious that he really did so. 

{c) That at the close of the first century 
many Jewish Christians, and perhaps a majority, 
believed that Christ had been bom by natural 
generation. 

But, as already pointed out, peculiarities of 
style connect Matt, i., ii. with the rest of A. 

♦ " Saviour," in the ears of S. James's questioners, would not 
necessarily have such a high signification as in ours. " Saviour '* 
is applied in the Old Testament to Jeroboam II. (2 Kings xiii. 5) 
and to the Judges (Neh. ix. 27), and to some foreshadows of 
Ptolemy Philometor (Isa. xix. 20) and of John Hyrcanus 
(Obad. 21). 
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The axe-head swims with the haft. Not only 
must Matt, i., ii. be early, but the doctrine there 
expressed must be earlier still. The stress laid 
on S. Joseph's non-repudiation of his wife pre- 
supposes the slander, re-echoed by the Jew of 
Celsus, that he dismissed her with disgrace. 

Further justification is supplied by the 
Revelation, the most Judaic work in the New 
Testament. The imagery of the visions is 
often reflective ; * and one may discern in the 
woman "clothed with the sun," who brings 
forth the Man-child, an allusion to the unique 
glory of the Virgin-mother. 

3. S. Paul and the three. 

The Pauline controversy must have practi- 
cally ceased before the primitive Gospels 
appeared. In B one occasionally meets with 
expressions which may have done service 

♦ Thus, the passion of the two witnesses is after the pattern 
of Christ's. " Keep thy garments, lest thou walk naked," 
recalls the startling incident mentioned in Mark xiv. 51, 52. 
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against S. Paul. An allusion may be detected 
in Matt. vii. 15 to one whose admirers styled 
him "the ravening wolf of Benjamin." But 
such thoughts can scarcely have been the 
Evangelist's own. It is he who narrates the 
story of the independent exorcist — a plea for 
toleration — towards some prototype of S. Paul. 

From one passage in the " Preaching/' it 
would seem that, even to the end, S. Peter 
hesitated as to the points on which he and S. 
Paul had come into collision. " Not a tittle of 
the Law shall fall " is juxtaposed to " The Law 
was until John" (Luke xvi. 16, 17). Did S. 
Peter know how to reconcile the two state- 
ments? But S. Paul's inspiration he acknow- 
ledged fully, and among the manifestations of 
the power of the Spirit in Mark xvi. 18 we find 
S. Paul's miracle at Malta included. 

4. The Acts of the Apostles. 

Peculiarities of style connect large portions 
of the Acts with the Gospel according to S. 
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Luke. But the latter, having, like a palimpsest, 
revealed earlier documents behind, there is ^ 
priori probability that these earlier documents 
will also lie behind the former. Was S. Luke 
the first Evangelist to carry his history beyond 
Ascension Day t Now the duality in the Acts 
is as patent as in the Gospels. The descent of 
the Holy Spirit is twice recounted (Acts ii. 1-4 ; 
iv. 31) ; twice the appearance of Apostles before 
the Sanhedrin with the defence, " We must obey 
God rather than man" (iv. 19; v. 29); twice 
the communism of the first believers (ii. 44, 45 ; 
iv. 32-35) ; twice the liberation of imprisoned 
Apostles by angels (v. 19 ; xii. 7) ; twice S. 
Paul's first visit to Jerusalem (Acts ix. 26-30 ; 
xi. 27-30; Gal. i. 18 ; ii. i).* 

* Lightfoot accounts for S. Paul's omission of his second visit 
to Jerusalem by supposing that the Apostles had all been scattered 
in consequence of Agrippa's persecution. But the famine (which 
occasioned this second visit) only began at the" end of the pro- 
curatorship of Fadus, and Fadus did not arrive in Judaea till 
after Agrippa's death (z'jV^ Josephus) . 

H 
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CONCLUSION. 

The Catholic Church had existence before 
the first line of the Gospels was written ; and 
the Catholic Church had certain strong con- 
victions concerning Christ's Person. 

But as to the details of this or that incident 
of Christ's life there were doubts from the 
very beginning. Theophilus eighteen centuries 
ago, like Theophilus to-day, was perplexed by 
conflicting narratives, and his perplexity was 
only lessened by an Evangelist, who confessedly 
groped after truth by the ordinary painful 
methods of historical inquiry. 

Why, in justice, should Theophilus to-day be 
in a better position than his predecessor ? Why 
should Evangelists, concerning whose inspi- 
ration Christ promised nothing, be accredited 
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with any more infallibility than confessors, to 
whom inspiration was specially guaranteed? 
That, in this latter case, inspiration did not 
altogether complement the frailty of human 
memory, is shown by the historical errors in S. 
Stephen's apology. 

If doubts as to the details of this or that 
incident of His life were necessarily fatal to 
faith, Christ would surely have written Himself 

Modern Gospel criticism brings with it loss 
and gain : loss, because the " crag and torrent " 
across which it points are often our hallowed 
forms and symbols ; gain, because the unseen 
Damocles-sword is always more fearful than 
the seen ; and every fresh critical discovery 
brings us nearer to the great Source of Truth. 

THE END. 
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